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As we gather in the Christmas season, my heart overflows with gratitude for

each one of you. In the tapestry of our diverse community, the beauty of . . .
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Christmas shines brightly, reminding us of the love that unites us all.

This sacred time calls us to reflect on the journey of the Holy Family, seeking
refuge and finding solace in the humblest of settings. In a world that may at
times seem challenging, our immigrant families embody the resilience, strength,
and unwavering hope that characterize the Christmas narrative.

To our beloved immigrant community, | want to extend a heartfelt message of
cesantos@pnwumc.org

encouragement. You are not alone on this journey. Our faith teaches us that in
https://www.pnwumc.org/

unity, we find strength. Let the spirit of Christmas ignite a flame of solidarity

among us, binding us together with cords of love and understanding. .
Deadline:

In the face of any adversity, remember that God's love surrounds you. Just as L
March for Spring issue

the angels proclaimed "Fear not!" to the shepherds, let us echo those words to
one another, banishing fear and embracing the promise of a brighter tomorrow.
As we exchange gifts and share meals, let us also share in the gifts of
compassion, empathy, and acceptance. In doing so, we embody the very
essence of Christ's teachings.

May this Christmas be a time of renewal, not just for our spirits but for our
community bonds. Let the love that was born in Bethlehem inspire us to build
bridges of understanding, tearing down walls that may divide us.

May the light of the Bethlehem star guide us on this journey, illuminating our
path with hope, joy, and the promise of a better, more compassionate world.
Wishing you all a Christmas filled with the warmth of love, the comfort of
togetherness, and the abiding presence of our Lord.

In Christ's Love,
Rev. Cruz Edwin Santos

Director of Hispanic/Latinx Ministries
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Una Temporada de Esperanza y Anticipacion.

BY PASTOR JORGE JOEL RODRIGUEZ

Adviento, la temporada litargica que marca el inicio del ano cristiano, es un
tiempo de reflexion, anticipacion y preparacion para la celebracion del
nacimiento de Jesucristo. En la Iglesia Metodista Unida (UMC), los
Ministerios de Discipulado desempenan un papel vital al guiar a las
congregaciones a través de este sagrado viaje. Fundamental para esta
orientacion es el uso de leccionarios, selecciones cuidadosamente
seleccionadas de lecturas de las Escrituras, oraciones y reflexiones que
guian a los adoradores a través de los temas de esperanza, paz, alegria y
amor durante las cuatro semanas previas a la Navidad.

Los Leccionarios: Una Luz que nos Guia

Los Ministerios de Discipulado de la UMC emplean un conjunto especifico
de leccionarios disenados para involucrar a las congregaciones en una
exploracion significativa y cohesionada de la temporada de Adviento. Estos
leccionarios, aprobados por el Consejo de Obispos de la Iglesia Metodista
Unida, ofrecen un marco estructurado pero flexible para la adoracién, el
estudio y la reflexion.

Esperanza: La Promesa de un Salvador

La primera semana de Adviento se centra en la esperanza, simbolizada por
las palabras del profeta [saias y la anticipacion del Mesias venidero. Las
lecturas del leccionario pueden incluir pasajes de Isaias 64, Salmo 80 y
Marcos 13, invitando a los adoradores a reflexionar sobre las promesas de
Dios y el anhelo de redencion.

Paz: Proclamando las Buenas Nuevas

La segunda semana se centra en la paz, tomando inspiracion del [lamado
de Juan el Bautista a preparar el camino para el Senor. Las lecturas del
leccionario de Isaias 40, Salmo 85 y Marcos 1 guian a la congregacion a
reflexionar sobre la paz que viene con la llegada del Principe de Paz.

Alegria: Las Buenas Nuevas del Nacimiento de Cristo

A medida que avanza el Adviento, los leccionarios cambian el enfoque a la
alegria, celebrando el inminente nacimiento de Jesucristo. Las lecturas de
Isaias 61, Salmo 126 y Lucas 1 inspiran un sentido de alegria y gratitud,

enfatizando el poder transformador del amor de Dios.

UPCOMING EVENTS

GNW HISPANIC/LATINX
LEADERSHIP ZOOM MEETING
JANUARY 31, 7:00 PM
FEBRUARY 28, 7:00 PM
MARCH 27, 7:00 PM

TALLER DE LIDERAZGO
_COMITE PASTOR Y
PARROQUIA
_COMO ORGANIZAR LA
ADORACION EN LA IGLESIA
LOCAL
PRIMAVERA 2024

GENERAL CONFERENCE UMC
APRIL 23-MAY 3
CHARLOTTE, NC.

PNW ANNUAL CONFERENCE
JUNE 13-16

WESTERN JURISDICTION
CONFERENCE
JULY 10-13
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Una Temporada de Esperanza y Anticipacion... cont.

BY PASTOR JORGE JOEL RODRIGUEZ

Amor: La Encarnacion del Amor de Dios

La daltima semana antes de Navidad se dedica al amor, explorando el significado profundo del
amor de Dios revelado en el nacimiento de Jesus. Pasajes del leccionario de Miqueas 5, Salmo
80 y Lucas 1 guian a la congregacion a meditar sobre el amor divino que descendié en
Navidad.

Dando Vida a los Leccionarios: Adoracion y Discipulado

Los Ministerios de Discipulado entienden que el viaje de Adviento no se limita solo al culto
dominical. Ademas de los leccionarios cuidadosamente seleccionados para cada semana, hay
recursos y reflexiones que fomentan el estudio personal y en grupos pequenos. Este enfoque
holistico garantiza que las congregaciones estén inmersas en los temas de Adviento,
fomentando un fortalecimiento de la fe y el discipulado.

Abrazando Juntos el Viaje de Adviento

A medida que las velas de Adviento se encienden una a una y los leccionarios guian a los
fieles a través de las historias de esperanza, paz, alegria y amor, los Ministerios de
Discipulado de la UMC invitan a las congregaciones a emprender un viaje compartido. A
través de la adoracion, el estudio y la oracién, se anima a los cristianos a abrazar la
anticipacion del nacimiento de Cristo y reflexionar sobre el profundo significado de la
Encarnacion. En el calor de la comuniéon y el resplandor de la luz de las velas, la temporada
de Adviento se convierte en un tiempo transformador de preparacion para la llegada del
Salvador, fomentando una conexion mas profunda con Dios y entre si en el viaje del
Discipulado.

Como pastor, tedlogo y liturgo, pero, ante todo, como hermano y amigo que considero de cada
uno de ustedes, les hago una cordial invitacion y, sobre todo, les animo a hacer uso de los
recursos litargicos de la Iglesia Metodista Unida. Este articulo que les comparto tiene como
objetivo que nos enfoquemos en los temas fundamentales de esta temporada de Adviento. De
manera armoniosa y reflexiva, les invito a disfrutar y encarnar, en el amor de Cristo, la
realidad de una nueva esperanza para el mundo.

Les adjunto el enlace del calendario liturgico de la temporada de Adviento. También esta

disponible en espanol si activan la opcion de traduccion en los "Configuracion" de la pagina
web o en su buscador de predileccion:

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/calendar/month/2023/12
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A Season of Hope and Advent... cont.

BY PASTOR JORGE JOEL RODRIGUEZ

Advent, the liturgical season that marks the beginning of the Christian year, is a time of
reflection, anticipation, and preparation to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. In the United
Methodist Church (UMC), Discipleship Ministries are vital in guiding congregations through
this sacred journey. Central to this guidance are lectionaries, carefully curated selections of
Scripture readings, prayers, and reflections that lead worshipers through the themes of
hope, peace, joy, and love during the four weeks leading up to Christmas.

The Lectionaries: A Guiding Light

UMC Discipleship Ministries employ a specific set of lectionaries designed to engage
congregations in a meaningful and cohesive exploration of the Advent season. These
lectionaries, approved by the Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church, offer a
structured yet flexible framework for worship, study, and reflection.

Hope: The Promise of a Savior

The first week of Advent focuses on hope, symbolized by the words of the prophet [saiah
and the anticipation of the coming Messiah. Lectionary readings may include passages from
Isaiah 64, Psalm 80, and Mark 13, inviting worshipers to reflect on God's promises and the
longing for redemption.

Peace: Proclaiming Good News

The second-week centers on peace, drawing inspiration from John the Baptist's call to
prepare the way for the Lord. Lectionary readings from Isaiah 40, Psalm 85, and Mark 1 guide
the congregation to reflect on the peace that comes with the arrival of the Prince of Peace.

Joy: The Good News of Christ's Birth

As Advent progresses, the lectionaries shift the focus to joy, celebrating the imminent birth
of Jesus Christ. Readings from Isaiah 61, Psalm 126, and Luke 1 inspire joy and gratitude,
emphasizing the transformative power of God's love.

Love: The Incarnation of God's Love
The last week before Christmas is dedicated to love, exploring the deep meaning of God's

love revealed in the birth of Jesus. Lectionary passages from Micah 5, Psalm 80, and Luke 1
guide the congregation to meditate on the divine love that descended at Christmas.
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A Season of Hope and Advent... cont.

BY PASTOR JORGE JOEL RODRIGUEZ

Discipleship Ministries understand that the Advent journey is not limited to Sunday worship
alone. In addition to carefully selected lectionaries for each week, some resources and
reflections encourage personal and small-group study. This holistic approach ensures that
congregations are immersed in the themes of Advent, fostering a strengthening of faith and
discipleship.

Embracing the Advent Journey Together

As Advent candles are lit individually, and lectionaries guide the faithful through the stories
of hope, peace, joy, and love, UMC Discipleship Ministries invite congregations to embark on
a shared journey. Through worship, study, and prayer, Christians are encouraged to embrace
the anticipation of Christ's birth and reflect on the profound meaning of the Incarnation. In
the warmth of communion and the glow of candlelight, the Advent season becomes a
transformative time of preparation for the arrival of the Savior, fostering a deeper
connection with God and each other in the Discipleship journey.

As a pastor, theologian, and liturgist, but above all, as a brother and friend to each of you, |
extend a heartfelt invitation and above all, encourage you to make use of the liturgical
resources of the United Methodist Church. I'm sharing this article with you to focus on the
fundamental themes of this Advent season. Harmoniously and reflectively, | invite you to
enjoy and embody, in the love of Christ, the reality of a new hope for the world.

May God bless you,
Pastor Jorge Joel Rodriguez

| have attached the link for the liturgical calendar for the Advent season. It is also available

in Spanish if you activate the translation option in the "Settings" of the website or in your
preferred browser:

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/calendar/month/2023/12
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