


Happy Easter!

Did you know that Easter like Christmas, is a season and not just a day, lasting for 50 days from Easter until Pentecost? Eastertide encompasses the 40 days that Jesus spent with his disciples after his resurrection until his ascension, and then another 10 days until the day of Pentecost when the Spirit descended upon the gathered community, thereby birthing the church. This season is an extended time of joy and celebration. In the early church, Christians were told to pray and stand, not pray and sit. In many churches. There is though, a tall, white Pascal candle that stays lit during the entire Easter season. And many churches return to saying and singing Alleluia after a time of Lenten fast

some people call this season Easter tied. But I prefer the great 50 days of Easter. So for seven weeks, we get to say to one another Happy Easter. Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.

During the Easter season, we hear stories of Jesus's post-resurrection appearances with his followers.

We hear his final words and teachings.

I like to think of it as Jesus one last time getting his followers grounded in God and prepared for the task ahead.

For the church, the season of Easter has two main tasks.

First, digging deep into our faith to expand and enrich our belief.

Churches explore the meaning of the sacraments or unfamiliar theological perspectives. Churches do in-depth Bible studies on a book not well known, or offer an opportunity for people to share their testimony.

The second task is discerning where God is calling us to serve.

Churches might offer spiritual gift classes; they might do assessments of community needs.

They might offer discernment prayer groups to help identify giftedness and passion between individuals and a church.

Our text from John, chapter 20, encapsulates both of these Easter tasks.

First, Jesus compassionately and intimately invites his followers to deepen their understanding of him.

Jesus actually does this three times in the chapter. In each instance with tender understanding, Jesus offered himself to the other in a way they could see, hear or understand, to help move them to deeper belief.

He first approached the grieving Mary Magdalene in the garden and called her by name.

"Mary."

He then approached the grieving and scared disciples who were hidden in a safe place, saying to them,

"Peace be with you," and showing them his wounds.

And finally, he approached the grieving and misunderstood and left out Thomas, saying to him as well, "Peace be with you.

Go ahead, Thomas, touch my hands touch my side."

It was only then that Mary, the disciples and Thomas recognized Jesus in their midst

and saw the miracles standing before them.

Mary moved from grief to belief.

The disciples moved from fear to belief.

And Thomas moved from doubt, to belief.

You can almost feel the grief, the worry, the anxiety, the fear, start to subside.

Praise God, our teacher, our friend, our guide, our Lord, and our God is still with us he is alive.

Their understanding of Jesus deepened yet again. Their belief took on an even clearer lens.

During Easter, we remember the risen Christ is in our midst too. He comes to us in ways that we each need calling us by name,  calling us out of our grief our fear or doubt, offering to us his woundedness if that is what we need.

Also, we might deepen our faith he yet again and have our belief take on a richer lens.

I have a question for you to ponder about this first task of Easter.

This Easter season? What might help you move to deeper understanding or belief?

What in your faith journey do you want to explore?

Whether it is a new prayer expression, Bible study, theological conversation about a topic that's tricky for you. Reading a theologian that you do not yet know.

Or something else. Ask for it. Engage in it. Invite someone to join you. Deepen, broaden and expand your faith.

But belief is not the endpoint of our passage or our faith.

Only after Jesus appeared to the disciples offering God's peace, showing them his wounds so that they would recognize him. Only then did Jesus say, "Peace be with you. As Abba God sent me, so I send you."

This is such a pivotal moment. And it points us to the second task of Easter,

Jesus passed the baton to his disciples. His call, his ministry, the work that God entrusted to Jesus now was entrusted to the disciples.

This couldn't have been an easy thing for the disciples to digest. I mean, they've just realized that Jesus was still amongst them. And now they've been asked to steward Jesus's own work and ministry.

It must have been overwhelming or numbing.

But Jesus knew this. And so, he gifted them with the Spirit to empower and enliven them. And he spent 40 more days with them to keep teaching and grounding them giving them sustenance, and peace, so that they would have all that they needed to respond to that task.

Jesus's followers didn't know at the time what was coming, but we do.

Jesus would ascend, and 10 days later, God's Spirit would descend upon them, and a Pentecost event there by birthing the church, the Body of Christ in the world.

This is the second task of Easter to prepare and respond.

And to Jesus's words, as God has sent me, so I send you.

So this is another question that I invite you to reflect on.

How is Jesus sending you?

Is he asking you to be his voice, his feet or his hands?

Is he sending you to serve your church, your community, your school or your home?

Whether it is serving in a new capacity in your church, stepping into a community role that needs to be filled, whether it is caregiving care at home, advocating for a piece of legislation that impacts the common good, or something else, whatever it is, pray, listen and respond. Because Jesus sins you.

This Easter season, I invite you and your community to deepen and broaden your faith, your belief in the Risen One.

And I invite you to consider how God has gifted you for the work of the Body of Christ in this world.

And to consider what Jesus is sending you to do.

Your family, your neighborhood, your church, and your community needs you to come alive.

Come Alive with your faith and your spirit and live and gifts so that the body of Christ, the beloved community might be known in your midst.

Once again, my friends Happy Easter. May it be so!

Amen.
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