A young evacuee of
Japanese ancestry waits
with the family baggage
before leaving by bus for
an assembly center in
the spring of 1942.
Photo by the U.S.
National Archives and
Records Administration.
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Janjay Innis
shares GBGM’s
“Generation
Transformation”,
the young adult
service program
that includes US-2s
and mission interns
and global justice
volunteers. For
Innis and others,
this program
has provided
the opportunity
to connect faith
to social justice,
molding leaders
who will help
sustain the mission
of the UMW.

(Left) Retired Bishop Daniel C. Arichea Jr. describes his personal journey during an online dialogue on human sexuality, held April 29 by the United
Methodist Connectional Table. Bishop Hope Morgan Ward listens. (Right) The Rev. Pamela Lightsey, associate dean for community life and lifelong
learning at Boston University School of Theology, shares her views during the April 29 online dialogue on human sexuality, held by the Connectional
Table in Chicago. The Rev. Mark Teasdale and retired Bishop Daniel C. Arichea Jr. round out the three-person panel.

United Methodist body considers
change to sexuality stance
By Heather Hahn Photos by Diane Degnan

Janjay Innis takes a quick picture with women from Liberia.
Innis shares, “The global connection of our church gives us the
opportunity to commune with our family of faith around the world.
The picture is especially meaningful for me as I spent my early
childhood in Liberia where some of these women saw me grow up
and helped to nurture me in my faith.”

Editor’s note: This story now includes more details about the Connectional Table’s vote on the motion to reconsider.

he Connectional Table, one of The United
Methodist Church’s governing bodies, has
decided to draft legislation that could change
church law “to fully include LGBTQ persons
in the life and ministry of the church.”
The draft would be brought back to the
Connectional Table at a future meeting for
consideration. The April 29 decision to draft
the legislation came the same day the Connectional Table began a series of three public
discussions on human sexuality.
The dialogue “is an exercise of our responsibility to be a common table for the church and to confer with one another as representatives of the church,” said Dakotas-Minnesota Area Bishop
Bruce R. Ough, Connectional Table chair, the day before the event.
“The Connectional Table believes that we need some specific
language to inform the discussion before we can seek effective
feedback from the Connection and fully discern what our next steps
will be,” Ough said after the event, in a press release. “This decision has empowered the Table to begin developing such language,
which would be open to debate, amendment, and improvement before any final decision is made on adoption.”
The 59-member Connectional Table is a United Methodist governing body of clergy and lay people that coordinates the denomination’s mission, ministry and resources. Any legislation adopted

by the body would go to the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly, General Conference, for action in 2016.
The April 29 dialogue was live-streamed on the denomination’s
web site, UMC.org, and viewed by people in 11 countries. The
group plans to host similar dialogues during its next two meetings,
concluding at its February 2015 meeting in Liberia.
Raleigh (N.C.) Area Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, the chair of the
Connectional Table’s Human Sexuality Task Force, served as moderator for the morning’s discussion.
She told those gathered in Chicago and online that the hope is
these public discussions will lay the groundwork for any substantive
change the Connectional Table proposes to General Conference.
The possibility of changing the church’s stance on homosexuality came up soon after the Connectional Table returned from lunch.
The Book of Discipline, the global denomination’s law book, states
that all people are of sacred worth but “the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching.”
Los Angeles Area Bishop Minerva Carcaño proposed beginning
the process for greater inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender individuals. She did so following the urging of the Rev. Julie
Todd, a member of Love Prevails. Todd’s unofficial United Methodist group advocates the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender people in the life of the church.
Carcaño said she had not expected to make such a motion at
this Connectional Table meeting but felt led by the Holy Spirit.

Continue this story online at bit.ly/umc-sexuality-stance
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Celebrating connection and future
leadership to “Make It Happen”!
By Janjay Innis Photos by Katie Pryor
love that our church is
a global connectional
church.
Gatherings, such as
Assembly, give us the
space to connect and
reconnect with all who
share in the love of God
and God’s call to live in relationship with one another. Whether
they’ve been from my distinct
homeland of Liberia, West Africa, to The Pacific Northwest
where I currently serve as a missionary, I’ve encountered women from all over the connection
here in Louisville, all in the spirit
of making it happen.
Assembly’s theme “Make it
Happen” is about how we United Methodist Women are connecting our faith and the hope
we have in Christ to transform
the world through action. A core
theme in making this goal a reality is about inviting younger
women into leadership roles
within local chapters of United
Methodist Women.
Today, I partook in honest
conversations about stereo-

Janjay Innis is a US-2 Missionary
serving as a Social Justice Advocate for Tacoma Community House
in Washington State.

Assembly took place on April 25-27 in Louisville, Ky. View videos bit.ly/assembly2014-videos

Feeding people until all who are hungry are fed

By Lethe McGavran

s at most UMW events, there are opportunities for education, prayer, and public service,
but at Assembly 2014, the language is global and the message is firm. Our leadership took
inspiration from the biblical story in Matthew 14, the loaves and fishes, and has told us to
go out and feed people…”Until all who are hungry are fed.”
We have heard from leaders in the world of advocacy, and our own representatives.
•
•
•
•

Stephanie Hixon of Just Peace is here, teaching one of the core classes called “Making
Judgments” about conflict transformation rather than episodic resolution.
Steve Taylor, the Mission Coordinator for The North Carolina Conference, spoke about
animation of scripture, and leading people through the context of the bible.
Hillary Clinton engaged the crowd with her lifelong Methodist participation and invited us to
check our slavery footprint, like a carbon footprint, at her site slaveryfootprint.org
Nyaradzayi Gumbonzvanda, global head of the YWCA invited us all to work together for the
future of women and children worldwide.

We left the morning worship for a seven block march to a local park which stood in stark contrast to
the convention center neighborhood. There we heard local speakers asking for our aid in developing
economic equality for the poor of Louisville and the world. We chanted, prayed, and listen. Now we are
called by the Spirit to go out and act.
Alethea McGavran attends Prosser UMC and serves as a district communications coordinator
for the UMW in the Seven Rivers District.

News Now

types and perceptions young
women have of the United
Methodist Women as they’re
reflected locally. Together, we
discussed ways to get past
these stereotypes. The trend of
letting young women lead without telling them how to lead became a resounding consensus.
This wasn’t seen as a problem,
but was viewed as an act of
radical welcome, mentorship,
trust and grace.
I learned that while the average age of a UMW in the US is
67, the average age in the central conferences, particularly, in
Sub Saharan Africa is 28. I’m
hopeful that such a statistic will
cause us to engage authentically with global women and
learn about what they bring
to the table when it comes to
engaging with their younger
sisters and ensuring the relevancy of our work in the future.

News Now

Jenni Yeoh marches in the
streets of Louisville during
Assembly 2014.

VISIT
bit.ly/assembly-2014
for MORE PHOTOS
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Peace with Justice Sunday
is June 15, 2014
but can be celebrated
at any time.
he Peace With Justice
Offering funds grants
that change people’s
lives. Half of the offering goes to the General
Board of Church and Society. Half stays in the
Pacific Northwest Conference. Here are some grant programs
from 2013.

In the PNWUMC:

A Peace With Justice Grant enabled
Goldendale UMC to fund Kid’s Camp.
This after-school program helps children keep up with their school work by
providing help with homework in a safe,
supportive environment. “The goal is
that no young child is at home alone after school and that all children are in a
safe place.”
Linda Hay
Goldendale UMC, member

In Ohio:

By Barbara Dadd Shaffer
he annual “Jars” campaign is a great way to
raise funds for the support of the two Jamaa Letu
Orphanages (JLO) in the
Congo. The 73 children and
teens (as of the last quarterly report) benefit directly.
Like all families, it costs money to raise
children in the Congo, too. The funds from
“Jars” and sponsorships and other donations make this possible.

“Jars” are typically collected during
Eastertide until Annual Conference. The
most common way is to print jar labels
for people to take home. Coins and even
folding money are dropped in the jar until
early June when the contents are brought
to their local church. Sometimes churches
set up large jars in the entry way or near
the coffee hour tables to collect the money
from the jars and additional donations. The
funds are brought to Annual Conference,
converted to a check, or sent to the confer-

ence treasurer with other remittances.
The orphanages are a ministry of both
the South Congo Conference and the Pacific Northwest Conference of the United
Methodist Church, each with different and
important roles. The Congolese provide
direct care and cultivate relationships with
churches and agencies in the Congo. Within the PNW Conference, there is the opportunity for prayers for children and staff as
well as financial donations.

“Community mediation centers are a
great way for neighbors to resolve disputes. Rather than resorting to conflict,
violence or the courts, people bring their
issues to a volunteer mediator.”

A young girl begins some math homework at Kid’s Camp - an after-school
program that provides kids a place to study and be safe.

In Arizona:

“Southern Arizona Interfaith was organized to teach the community members how to approach government officials, school officials and local utility
companies and take an active part in
the civic lives of their communities. This
means confronting systemic problems
like the lack of affordable health care,
poverty, discrimination and anti-immigrant laws and attitudes. The systemic
change we seek is long-term.”

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as the co-chair for the Bishop’s Task Force, Hope for the Children of Africa.

Visit our website and Facebook page for the printable label, ideas for the “Jars”
campaign and information about the ministry of the two orphanages.
•
•
•

hopeforthechildrenofafrica.com
pnwocm.org/hfca
facebook.com/hopeforchildrenofafrica

Marjie Hrabe
Deaconess

By Ann Eachus

Note: The website will soon change to JamaaLetuOrphanages.org.
The websites will be linked.
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The Rev. Eugene Brundige
Greater Hilltop Shalom Zone,
Columbus, Volunteer

News Now

News Now

Visit bit.ly/peace_with_justice where
you can read about other grant projects
around the country and around the world.
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Photo by Wikimedia Commons. Image of hands in soil can be found at http://bit.ly/hands-soil

th affected by
Mentors in Mission aims to help you
stance abuse
sub
or
incarceration, gang violence,
dening.
gar
through mentoring and urban

By Terri Stewart

Start > Becoming a Good Samaritan
D4288
Narrated by Rev. John Ortberg, this six-session study helps us live out Christ’s love in worldchanging ways. Featuring well-known global Christian leaders such as Eugene Peterson, Philip
Yancey, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Kay Warren, Rob Bell and Shane Claiborne, this study will
encourage you to bring hope to those suffering from poverty, social injustice, disease and oppression. You can start being a Good Samaritan right here, right now.
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Pastor Terri Stewart serves at the Youth
Chaplaincy Coalition—a Task Force of the
Church Council of Greater Seattle.
For more info, visit bit.ly/youth-cc.

Ideas & Inspiration

inally, after nine
months of planning,
the Youth Chaplaincy Coalition, the
Earth
Monastery
Project, and Seattle’s Rainier Beach
UMC gave birth to
their bouncing baby ministry!
The Mentors in Mission program has been born! This is
the day!
In January of 2013, a dream was born
to create a ministry that would help youth
affected by incarceration by offering mature
mentors, gardening, and youth who have
been touched by incarceration, gang violence, or substance abuse. We know that
mentorship and relationship-building, transform lives—all the social science literature
tells us that! What we also know is that a relationship with the earth through gardening
prevents recidivism. Social science literature supports that also! We also know one
last piece of the pie—nearly every youth in
the 98118 zip code has been touched by
incarceration, gang violence, or substance
abuse. Demographics tell us that. It
seemed that targeting Rainier Beach UMC,
deep in the heart of the 98118, would be a
perfect place to plant a new ministry.
Pastor Monica Corsaro of RBUMC and
I plotted and schemed and applied for a
Beyond the Doors grant from ethnic ministries. And we were approved for a part-time
staff position! That pays for Sister Velena
Bryant, a member of Ebenezer African
Methodist Episcopal Church to spend her
time planning the garden, recruiting mature
mentors, and publicizing the soon-to-belaunched “Mentors in Mission” program.
But we needed garden boxes!
Suddenly, there was another opportunity through the Abbey of the Arts/Earth
Monastery project to procure a grant to
pay for the additional materials to build
garden boxes, buy soil, buy gardening
tools, a wheelbarrow—all those things that
go into making a garden!
Why is gardening important? It provides
concrete bound youth with an opportunity
to experience the rhythm of God’s creation
and to be exposed to the natural cycle of
life rather than the harsh reality of life controlled by timers and bars.
Why is mentoring important? It allows
youth to develop a relationship with a mature adult who has walked similar paths
of incarceration, violence, or substance
abuse and who has risen above and out of
their original circumstances.
The day had finally arrived that we
planned for! Youth, mentors, and a garden

The Rev. Dr. Monica Corsaro of Rainier Beach
UMC and Rev. Terri Stewart - clearing weeds!

coming together to enjoy a potluck and then
plant seeds of hope. Of course, we had not
planned on record rain for March!
So we gathered on a cold and wet day,
the few brave souls coming to support atrisk youth and earth justice and we planted
watermelon, cantaloupe, and corn-on-thecob. This is just the beginning! The youth
will be able to take the items they grow
and donate it to food-marginalized families
or they may choose to eat it! Or, they may
choose to sell it—showing them an alternative way of having economic justice.
Earth justice – social justice – food justice – and economic justice. Those are
some juicy ministry goals! And they all
intersect at RBUMC at the corner of 55th
and Roxbury.
I’d like to offer my immense gratitude
to the United Methodist Church/Ethnic
Ministries, Rainier Beach UMC, Abbey of
the Arts/Earth Monastery Project, to the
Church Council of Greater Seattle, to Sister Velena Bryant and Ebenezer AMEZ, to
Pam Jones, Superintendent of the King
County Juvenile Detention Center, and to
Wiley Carter & Maurice Ward, of the Juvenile Justice Rehabilitation Administration
(JJRA). They have all offered hope and
support during the planning and implementation of this project.
Shalom!
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Young
person Abby
Fredericksen
enjoyed her
last year at
the SUMYT
Retreat as a
youth.
A few partners from FAN participate in the protest at the Northwest Detention Center.
To see the faith communities who are a part of FAN, check out bit.ly/fan-network

By the Rev. Roger Barr and Des Moines UMC

The Rev. Roger Barr serves as
pastor of Des Moines UMC.

es Moines UMC recently joined Faith Action Network, an interfaith organization that advocates for a variety of social justice issues in Washington State. We joined FAN because it provides us a way of extending our mission (“We feed all people in body, mind,
and spirit”) beyond the immediate Des Moines community. FAN provides information
about a variety of issues important to us, including hunger, education, immigrant rights
and gun control among others. The more information we have and the more involvement we take, the
more we “feed our minds” as well as enliven the spirit.
FAN will provide speakers, help us put on forums, and establishes our presence in Olympia and
throughout the region as we seek to be faithful to the broader dimensions of our Christian faith.
I encourage every local congregation in the PNWUMC to join FAN. It’s very easy to join. There is
no set financial requirement, other than to contribute something, either through a special offering or a
line item in the annual budget. Membership encourages congregations to communicate with legislators, interact with local media, build relations with other groups in the community, and stay abreast of
latest developments on legislative and social fronts.
Simply put, people like you doing simple things. Calling and writing your legislator. Educating people in your faith community. Connecting with each other. You don’t need to be a professional lobbyist
to effect change in and around Washington State.
As members of one of Faith Action Network’s many advocating faith communities, we at FAN know
that you have a passion for building a more just, peaceful, and sustainable world. This is why we want
to give you some tools to become more effective advocates for, as on fanwa.org, the “Common Good.”

Check out
how the
Team helped
to raise
funds for the
American
Cancer
Society
while growing
in God’s love.

Participants at the Seattle United Methodist Youth Team Retreat pose for a quick picture at Camp Indianola.

By Abby Frederickson
eing a senior within the Seattle United
Methodist Youth Team (SUMYT) is always a really emotional experience
because it’s one’s last time being there
as a youth.
This idea always really hits home at the end of
the dance on Saturday night. Let me paint a picture for you: It’s dark, you’re sweaty and blissful
from dancing, and the final song comes on. Everyone circles up with seniors in their own circle
in the middle. The outer circle is quiet and meditative, while the senior circle is laughing and giggling making jokes with each other about where
they’ll be going to college, how they’ll keep in
touch, etc. But when the final note of the song
hits, the entire outer circle squeezes in around
the seniors in a giant group hug. Every year this
seems to be the SUMYT retreat’s send off. Every
year there are oodles of tears, both from underclassmen and from the seniors because after this
moment, all that’s left is sleeping, breakfast, and
closing rally. Our final SUMYT over.
However, at our final SUMYT everyone banded
together to blow past the teams goal of $300 for the
retreat store, actually raising $673 for the American
Cancer Society. That’s the most successful store
SUMYT has had in a LONG time.

Abby Fredericksen is a senior high student from Wallingford UMC (Seattle). Special thanks to Laura Martin.

For more information on Des Moines UMC, visit desmoinesumc.org
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At our final SUMYT, eight small groups banded together to battle it out in our second annual
Amazing Race, which was way more successful and challenging than last year’s. At our final
SUMYT, we hit the capacity of our venue for the
first time in over 10 years bringing 115 people
together in faith and fellowship. It is here where
we learned the true meaning of God’s intention
for us through our speaker Jim Head-Corliss. We
learned through morning devotionals that if we
let God find and hold onto all of our pieces, we
will be able to live fuller, happier, more productive
lives. Through rallies we learned that even though
our society will work against us with its hate and
greed, letting Jesus sit on the throne of our lives is
one of the best choices we’ll make - because it will
fill our cups to the brim with love and compassion.
We learned that we ultimately have the choice
between throwing rocks in our relationships and
giving love. So fully that when given the physical
choice in the final rally, everyone threw their rocks
on the floor and held onto their paper hearts.
On the whole, SUMYT blew past all of our expectations for God’s messages, for the fundraiser,
for the amount of enjoyment, everything. And I can’t
imagine a better SUMYT to be the last one I attend
as a youth.

Ideas & Inspiration
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By Greg Mizukami Photos by The US Government

These images are from “A Challenge to Democracy” a propaganda film used to describe the process of relocating Japanese and
Japanese-Americans produced by the War Relocation Authority in 1944. You can view this video at bit.ly/actd-internment.

When reading about historical events of the past, it’s natural to feel a sense disconnection.
Like viewing a movie or TV show, we can feel a certain amount of empathy with the principals but we
know that the events happened to “other people” in “other circumstances” and often in very different
time. Nearly 70 years ago however, in Puyallup, Wash., at the very site of this year’s
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Sessions, history played out with very personal involvement
by some of our fellow brothers and sisters in faith. The following is a case in point.
12
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t was a little past noon and
Bill was thinking of having
a peanut butter and jelly
sandwich before tackling
his trigonometry homework.
Scattered clouds threatened
an occasional shower but
that was to be expected for
winter in Fife. By contrast,
2700 miles to the west, the
Sunday morning routine was
abruptly disturbed by a very
different “shower”. There,
the idyllic blue skies suddenly erupted with
smoke, flame, and shrapnel accompanied
with deafening explosions! A surprise attack by the Imperial Japanese Navy eviscerated the US Navy base at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, December 7, 1941. War suddenly
came calling to a reluctant nation and the
devastation was only the beginning.
On the mainland, the news spread like
wildfire. Reaction and retaliation came
with astonishing speed. Within hours, FBI
agents had dozens of local men in custody for questioning. No specific reason or
charge was given but they all fit a common
profile. They were all Japanese. (Some
of those held were not reunited with their
families for months or even years.) Playing upon long smoldering racial prejudices
and public hysteria, the federal government
quickly issued a series of proclamations.
They stripped all persons of Japanese ancestry living in Western Washington (and
other select areas), regardless of citizenship, of their constitutional rights without
as much as a single hearing or basic due
process. By April 1942, thousands of
shocked and bewildered families like Bill’s
were systematically herded into hastily
constructed lockups euphemistically called
“assembly centers”.
Only a few months previous, Bill and his
friends had enjoyed attending the Western
Washington Fair in Puyallup. The hotdogs,
cotton candy, and ice cream were really
swell! Knocking down milk bottles with only
3 baseballs proved to be more of a chal-

lenge, though. Now, the very same midway
and outbuildings looked a lot less festive.
Heck, there are armed soldiers on top of the
grandstand! Guards, barbed wire fences,
unappetizing chow, and sleeping in a smelly
horse barn- can things get any worse? Sadly, for he and 7,000+ fellow local captives
the answer was YES, much worse.
Unofficially dubbed “Camp Harmony”,
the Puyallup stockade was only a temporary stopover en route to more permanent
camps at remote sites far away from home
and populated areas. Eventually, the US
Army, through the Wartime Civilian Control
Authority, orchestrated the removal and incarceration of over 110,000 people of Japanese ancestry from the west coast, all without declaration of martial law or suspension
of habeas corpus. The Japanese-American
incarceration experience has been documented in great detail and academic interest is currently seeing a renewal. Some of
the camp sites are now part of the National
Park Service. Pilgrimages and civil rights
symposiums are attracting enthusiastic
audiences while large segments of the US
populace remain unaware of this entire
chapter of American history.
This story is only a brief glimpse of one
family’s travails viewed from the perspective of a Fife High School senior caught in
the maelstrom of World War II; a young
man not unlike your son, nephew, or brother. He volunteered from a barbed wire
“relocation center” in Idaho to serve in the
442nd Regimental Combat Team, a racially segregated all Japanese-American unit
of the regular U.S. Army. He was killed in
action south of the Arno River, Italy on July
12, 1944, just 20 years old. Seven days
later, the 442nd RCT liberated the city
of Livorno from German occupation. My
Uncle Bill was posthumously awarded the
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Victory Medal,
and the European-African-Middle Eastern
Theater Medal in addition to his Combat
Infantryman’s Badge. He is buried with
full military honors at Evergreen-Washelli
Cemetery, Seattle, Wash.

A Footnote
During the war years, Whitney Memorial UMC, then known as “The Tacoma Japanese
Methodist Church”, was closed and used to store some of the personal property of their
incarcerated members. The Rev. Seiichi Niwa ministered to his congregation as best he
could until he too was taken into custody and sent to a camp in the interior. Imagine the
government removing your pastor and closing your church on the basis of race or because
your pastor was a potential enemy agent! The Rev. Niwa returned to Tacoma after the war
to re-open and operate the church as a hostel to aid those who wished to resettle in their
former home town. Only a fraction of the pre-war population returned.
Greg Mizukami is a member of Whitney Memorial United Methodist Church.

Ideas & Inspiration

Truth & Wholeness:
Replacing White Privilege
D5096
with God’s Promise
This DVD produced by United Methodist
Communications and the General Commission on Religion and Race features many
church leaders discussing racism, the role
of white privilege, and how to dismantle and
replace white privilege with God’s Promise.
It is useful for diversity training, leadership
development and mobilizing congregations
to engage in anti-racism work based on biblical values of truth, wholeness, and love for
all of God’s people.

Forged by Fire
D4740
Forged by Fire, produced by The General Board of Church and Society, is a collection of five stories about groups that have
faced (or are facing) marginalization, persecution, or injustice in the United States. Focusing on the Japanese-American’s internment during World War II, the Cherokee’s
forced removal and the Trail of Tears, the
African-American’s passage to freedom via
the Underground Railroad, the Hispanic/
Latin struggles on the US/Mexican border
and the Pacific Islander’s immigration to the
United States, these stories are sprinkled
with hope as evidenced by actions and reactions of United Methodists who believe
that how we tell a story matters because
stories are how we define ourselves.
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Damiba Dorcas, 3, smiles at her mother, Djelita Noali, as she emerges from beneath the new
insecticide-treated mosquito net at her home in Samo, Cote d’Ivoire. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.

By Julia Frisbie Photo by Mike Dubose

uriel was already
struggling
to
put food on the
table for her
family
when
all of them got
malaria at the
same time. She couldn’t afford a single
dose of medication for herself or her children. She tried negotiating to purchase
drugs on credit, but the deal fell through,
and she was desperate.
Around this time, a Community Health
Volunteer named Tiaima found Muriel. Tiaima reached out and referred Muriel to
the United Methodist clinic. At the clinic,
Muriel and her four children were tested
for malaria and all the tests came back
positive. They were given medication on
the spot and drugs to continue treatment
at home, as well as education about how
to manage and prevent malaria.
Tiaima worked to support the family
in their follow-up care and to ensure that
they finished their course of medication.
This is important because it keeps the disease from reoccurring. In exchange for the
care, Muriel offered a goat. Tiaima assured
her that the services were free. And Muriel broke down in tears, asking again and
again if she was dreaming. She had been
praying for someone to help her family.
Through Imagine No Malaria, we don’t
just hand out medication and nets. We
welcome people as children of God, treat
them with love, and build relationships with
them. In the process, we empower them to
be agents of change in their communities.
Surprised by the grace she found through
our work, Muriel has gone back to her neighborhood to tell people about how they can
protect themselves. She has signed up to
become a Community Health Volunteer herself. Her family is healthy, and her community is becoming healthier, too.
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“Sharing a brief conversation with Frank Schaefer during his visit
was a blessing. He’s a father who loves his children and a pastor
who deeply cares for his church. Most of all, he is a disciple trying
to be faithful to the way of Jesus, without bitterness toward those
who see the path differently.”
-The Rev. Patricia Simpson

Seattle District Superintendent | The Pacific Northwest Conference

Julia Frisbie serves as the Imagine No Malaria
field coordinator for The Greater Northwest
Area. You can contact Frisbie at 503-975-3778
or at inm@greaternw.org.

Partnering Through a Covenant Relationship
D5099
This DVD produced by the General Board of Global Ministries encourages churches to support
United Methodist Missionaries through a covenant relationship. Stories show missionaries serving in
the UMC’s four areas of focus:
Ministry with the poor in Nicaragua, Leadership Development in Ukraine, Global Health in Democratic Republic of Congo and Congregational Development in Mongolia. There is also a story on church
and community workers in ministry in the USA.
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Frank Schaefer sits down with Seattle District Superintendent the Rev. Patricia Simpson along with
the Rev. Joanne Brown of Seattle: Tibbetts UMC.
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By Jesse N. Love
Photos by Jesse N. Love
and Karen Yokota
Editor’s note:

The views presented in this article are intended
to help nurture current conversations within the
church. Respectfully, if you are interested in
sharing your views related to this article, please
contact channels@pnwumc.org with your input.
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uring its Open House event,
Woodland Park United
Methodist Church in Seattle
welcomed defrocked pastor
Frank Schaefer to meet and
greet with people in the Seattle community. Schaefer has been making his rounds visiting different churches
around the country, after being put on trial in
November 2013. He was charged and sentenced for disobeying the Book of Discipline
by presiding over the same-sex marriage of
his son Tim and his partner back in 2007.
At the Open House, Schaefer met with
several PNW clergy and laity to break
bread and to simply talk and learn from
each other about the current state of the
Church, family matters, and what the future holds for a defrocked pastor starting
his ministerial career over again.
“We enjoy travelling and meeting new
people, bringing God’s message of love

and acceptance. We’re not used to this
‘lifestyle’,” explains Schaefer with a smile.
Schaefer and his wife, Brigitte both entertained questions from attendees. They
have been going around the country sharing how their lives have been impacted –
but also how grateful they are – because of
the support they have received for standing by their son, Tim.
Schaefer shares that his experience
reverberates with a lot of people since
it is a story about family values. What if
this happened to you as a parent of a gay
son or daughter? Would you support your
child in this way?
I had an opportunity to meet one-onone with Frank Schaefer during this Open
House to have a conversation about what
life has been like from the moment he presided over his son’s wedding to his trial and
to the aftermath with hope for the future.

Continue to the next page
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Frank Schaefer on marrying son: “...you
have to walk the walk and not just talk the
talk; that was my moment.”
Continued from previous page

Jesse N. Love: What was it like when your son had first
asked you to marry him and his partner?
Frank Schaefer: It was a joy. I felt honored that he would ask me.
For pastors, if their children ask them to perform weddings, or baptisms for their children or grandchildren, it shows there is a connection. It shows you did your job in teaching them right as a parent
and it makes you proud as a dad. I felt honored, proud and I felt joy.
JL: When your son Tim asked you to marry him and his partner, did you have any expectations there would be this big
ripple effect within the denomination?
FS: No, I had no idea it would lead to what it did. What I did was
an act of love. Because of the back story of my son – struggling
with sexual identity, being told by his own church that he was a
freak, and outside of the grace of God by being a practicing homosexual, it caused him to spin into a depression to the point he
was thinking of taking his own life.
My wife and I affirmed him and told him that we believe you are created in the image of God and you are beautiful as a gay man. When
he asked about performing the wedding, there was no way I would
say no to him. It would have negated all of those affirmations.
There comes a time in a person’s life when you have to walk the
walk and not just talk the talk; that was my moment. I did it gladly
and I did it out of love for him. Yes, I totally believe what I’ve said
all these years – that you are created in the image of God and you
have the same rights as anyone else in the Church as a Christian.
JL: From your supporters, opposition, and those in the
middle of the LGBT conversation, what kind of feedback have
you gotten from each of these groups?
FS: First off, I have received a lot of support from the LGBT
supporters. It’s been a healing support for my family, my son,
Tim and myself. I have gotten a lot of flack from those who oppose LGBT rights – hate mail, threats, etc. But, I am encouraged
about those in the middle.
Even in my own church in Lebanon, Pa., there were a number of
folks who were not for gay rights, yet said to me, “It was your son,
you had to do this for your son.” A few had said if I had not done
this for my son, he wouldn’t respect me as a parent or a pastor…
and this is coming from a person who is not for gay rights. This
is the reaction that I am getting from the middle – as they are
struggling with the issue. They are so conservative and still do not
affirm gay rights, at least not all the way.
My story really connects with them, and it’s really changing people.
People are starting to think about this story in a different way because a lot of them are parents. They are questioning, “What would
I have done if my son or daughter was gay and came to me…” A
lot of people answering that question are in the affirmative saying,
“I think I would have done the same thing.” I think that is the effect
I am seeing – how my story has affected people.
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Frank Schaefer visited Seattle: Woodland Park UMC to give an
update on his family and his ministry. He met with several pastors
from the Seattle Area and entertained questions from the group.

JL: While in Seattle, what will you preach about at Queen
Anne UMC?
FS: I’m going to talk about the story of the blind man who Jesus
healed. A man was on the street and Jesus put mud over is eyes and
healed him. Of course, that became a serious issue for the religious
leadership, the Pharisees, and this happened on the Sabbath.
All they saw was that Jesus broke the law of the Sabbath and they
did not celebrate the healing that Jesus performed. I am going to
talk about the tension we are all standing in sometimes – the covenant, the law, compassion and love. I will try to weave my story
into this incredible account by saying I have stood in that tension
between covenant – upholding the discipline of the United Methodist Church, and compassion and love.
I’ll try to share how it was for me and how I came to this point
where I had to follow my heart. I had to come and err on the side
of love, even though I was violating the covenant at the same time.
One thing that Jesus taught us and showed us – if you are in that
tension, and it comes to a decision you have to make between
covenant and love, you need to follow your heart and love has to
prevail. That is going to be my message tomorrow.
JL: How soon will we know about your future career plans?
FS: I made a commitment to Bishop Carcaño (of the CaliforniaPacific Conference) to go through the process and as you know the
process of appointment can be complicated and take time. I don’t
know when there will be official news.
Right now, I’m in the process and being considered for a church. I
also have to go through the whole ordination process and start from
the bottom, doing the interview and psychological process again. It
could be a couple of months before I get definite news.
JL: How have your kids and their partners responded to everything that has happened over the past few months?
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Jesse N. Love speaks with Frank Schaefer about family life, the ongoing church conversation on
homosexuality, and where his accent is from (Schaefer is German).

FS: My son Tim took the brunt of emotional
stress because he had to testify and take the
stand during my trial. It was a very emotional
moment for him to retell his story and sort of
relive it as he shared it. He was supported
as well by his own pastor who is a gay man.
This pastor, Will Green, travelled all the way
to Pennsylvania from Hall, Massachusetts for
the trial during both days and supported him.
I think Tim ended up in a really good place –
even though all of this was stressful and emotionally hard – but hard to a point where he is
even considering becoming a minister.
JL: What are your immediate plans for while
in the Pacific Northwest?
FS: I want to go to as many places I can. I’m
very curious to learn all about Seattle and hopefully do some site seeing and relax on Whidbey
Island and do some awesome nature walks. My
wife and I both like to walk, we like nature.
When my credentials were taken from the
church I really thought I was done. It was like
God was really affirming my calling. As a minister, I have never really quit preaching ministry. I
always say, for a defrocked minister, I have a lot
of preaching to do.
I do realize that I have an opportunity to
speak in a way most pastors can’t…even
if they are in a congregation that might be
reconciling. Right now I have the freedom to
speak out on those issues that are somewhat
controversial in some churches.

and people in the church, partially because I
had to suppress that side in me all these years
working in a very conservative church. I feel
like I ‘came out’ in a sense, with what I truly
believe on this issue.
After the trial, I received many invitations
to speak in different churches, mostly United Methodist Churches, and most of those
churches are Reconciling churches. Some are
not, and some are on the way. It has been so
encouraging to share my story and to preach
on the unconditional love and amazing grace
of God that accepts all His children because he
made us – everywhere in the country.
Right now, I’m carrying the baton to really
reach out to the larger Church with a message
and a plea to include all of God’s children and
to stop harming God’s beloved children. It feels
good to do that right now.

For the Bible
Tells Me So

D1017

Does God condemn loving
homosexual relationships? Is
the chasm separating Christianity from gays and lesbians
too wide to cross? Is the Bible
an excuse to hate? These
questions and more are answered in this documentary
that has won nine awards in national film festivals. The Seattle
Times says this documentary
“offers healing, clarity and understanding to anyone caught
in the crosshairs of scripture
and sexual identity. This landmark film boldly takes on a
loaded topic and examines it
both intellectually and emotionally; the results may well leave
you blinking away a few tears.”

If you are interested in following Frank Schaefer on
his journey in ministry, Schaefer is featured in “Stand
with Pastor Frank”, a community Facebook page.
Also, a documentary called “An Act of Love” is in
the works that features Schaefer’s experiences
in working towards equal rights for the LGBTQ
community.
Jesse N. Love serves as
graphic designer & print manager
for the PNWUMC.

It feels good to be a voice for our LGBT children
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When you do
something out
of love, you are
putting yourself
on the line by
doing what is
right for you,
and no one else
– this was a risk
Schaefer was
willing to take.

Check out photos from the Spokane Fast for Women at bit.ly/spokane-fast.

By THE REV. DEB CONKLIN

Defrocked Pastor Frank Schaefer spoke at Seattle: Queen Anne UMC to preach during a Sunday service. He is pictured with Amy Pazan.

n March, The Fast for Families bus (visit fast4families.org) stopped in
Spokane. Although I was able to catch the tail end of the rally, I was moved
by the stories. I have participated in, and even helped plan, earlier rallies
so I was already supportive of the necessity of comprehensive immigration reform.
When I was asked to be a part of a group fasting on April 1, I was honored to
participate. We gathered at Spokane’s downtown Riverfront Park. I was asked
to speak on the tradition of Christian fast, which I did. I also talked about the
practice of solidarity and walking with people who are demanding justice.
Several of the women shared their stories:
•

By Amy Pazan
had the opportunity to hear Frank
Schaefer give a sermon at Queen
Anne UMC. Schaefer preached on the
story of Jesus healing the blind man
on the Sabbath.
During the sermon, Schaefer shared that
a connection can be made between those
who refused to help the blind man and
those who were in the trial and in the jury.
The jury members and the would-be good
Samaritans decided to follow the given law
(whether it was local law or general rules
from their own established beliefs) instead
of following their own good consciences.
As a pastor in Lebanon Pa., Schaefer
was asked by his son Tim to marry him
and his partner in 2007. For Tim, the
church is a big part of his life, so having
his father officiate the wedding was important to him. Schaefer, in an act of love
for his own son, went against the Book of
Discipline to conduct this ceremony. Similarly, Jesus went against the local laws of
the Sabbath and healed the blind man.
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•
•

Last March, defrocked pastor Frank Schaefer visited
the Seattle Area to meet and greet supporters and
to preach at Queen Anne United Methodist Church.
Amy Pazan had an opportunity to listen to Schaefer’s
message based on the healing of the blind man.
In his reflection, Schaefer said during
worship “You cannot err if you are on the
side of love”. When you do something
out of love, you are putting yourself on
the line by doing what is right for you,
and no one else – this was a risk Schaefer was willing to take.
With our current discussion on homosexuality and the Church, we will continue
to ask different questions. When love and
ministry are on trial, where do we stand
after seeing both sides of this story played
out over social media, different websites,
and weekly conversation with our fellow
congregants? As a Church, how can we
be in ministry WITH the LGBTQ commu-

nity for conversation that is welcoming,
life-affirming, and expressive of the grace
given to us by God?
As we too err on the side of love and
seek answers, we are in prayer for everyone involved – from our bishops to our
pastors, to critics and supporters, and for
those struggling for acceptance in our local churches in the PNW.
Amy Pazan is a young person
and a member of Aldersgate UMC
(Bellevue, Wash.) and attends
Central Washington University
(Ellensburg, Wash.)
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A Place at the Table
D2035
Our society is built on consumption--and much
of that is food consumption--buying, eating, or
throwing it away. In a society like ours, it’s easy to
forget that Jesus cared about the poor and wants
his followers to do so as well. This resource challenges you to eat like the poor for 40 days and donate the money you save on groceries to a charity
or project that serves the poor.

Families being separated by raids from Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents
Students who are US-born worried about family members being deported
Parents worried about what happens to children when their parents are
arrested in ICE raids

We prayed and we sang De Colores – one of my favorite songs from Latin
America - with some new verses that I need to learn!

FOOD STAMP BUDGET

This year, as my Lenten discipline I have been eating on a ‘food stamp budget’ (an interesting experience that readers can follow at bit.ly/conklin-fasting).
The Fast for Families added a new dimension to my understanding and solidarity with those living on limited resources.
If you have never fasted before, believe me, it is not as easy as it may seem.
I began fasting on April 1, which included eating a protein breakfast before sunrise (I knew that I would be speaking, and that I get light-headed by mid-day if
I skip breakfast). I did not want to pass out at the rally, so I got up to eat again
before daybreak. By mid-afternoon, I was aware that I had not eaten for several
hours so I had some clear broth to settle my stomach. I continued to drink lots
of water – even though many immigrants we are fasting for work at jobs such as
farm labor where even water is a luxury! By the end of the day, I was running low
on energy and realized just how much I take food for granted.
Singing and sharing stories with the women of One America and a friend
from the Service Employees International Union (SEIU) were some of my most
moving Lenten experiences I’ve had this year. The fasting made it even more
memorable.
The Rev. Deb Conklin serves as pastor of Liberty Park UMC in Spokane, Wash.
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Mudhouse Sabbath
D4130
This resource by Lauren Winner helps Christians encounter the Jewish context that nurtured
Jesus, explore the spiritual practices of hospitality, mindful eating, prayer, fasting and mourning,
and deepen faith by incorporating these spiritual disciplines into daily life. As a professor at
Duke Divinity School, Winner is a widely-known
lecturer and writer on Christian Practice, The
History of Christianity in America and JewishChristian Relations. In this DVD she shows how
“engaging Jewish practice and traditions is one
important way of overcoming the gaps that we
may feel exist between Jesus and ourselves.”
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Fresh Air
D1962
This year I had the pleasure of joining one of our churches in a six-week Lenten soup
supper and small-group study of the book (and video) by Jack Levison, titled “Fresh Air”
(D 1962). Of all the studies I’ve done, I’ve found “Fresh Air: The Holy Spirit for an Inspired
Life” to be one of my favorites. I like the fact that Jack Levison is an outstanding biblical
scholar and storyteller who also happens to be a Professor of New Testament Studies at
Seattle Pacific University. It’s fun to study a book written by an expert who lives locally
and is, according to his wife Priscilla Pope-Levison*, willing to engage with local churches
in sharing his knowledge and gifts to build up local church ministry. The stories, character
analysis, insight, scriptural exegesis and discussion questions in this book written for a lay
audience are amazing, challenging, inspiring, and theologically “spot on” as N.T. Wright
says. The short DVD segments illustrate the book so well that those who don’t like reading or feel too busy can still gain much from the study, but to really appreciate the work
and grow from Levison’s wisdom, I highly recommend reading the book individually and
then watching the DVD in a group setting. Journaling or group discussion will build upon
concepts presented in the book and facilitate a level of sharing that is both intimate and
stimulating. This is a book I could read over and over again without becoming bored because each time I read it I find something new that resonates with me.

By Ellen Johanson
pring is a time of renewal and new birth. I love seeing the colorful flowers that
sprout in gardens and the blossoms and green leaves beginning to unfold on
trees. The cherry trees are in bloom around Seattle and there are even new
things in the Media Center. Let’s take a look at some of the resources you may
want to check out as we move into the second quarter of the year - a time when
we celebrate Easter and Pentecost. Feel free to e-mail me your thoughts and comments at
media@regionalmediacenter.org. To check out any of these resource or discuss other
options for your church, contact the Regional Media Center at www.regionalmediacenter.
org or call me at 1-800-755-7710.

NOOMA - BASIC: Communion
D3016
Speaking of additions to popular series, the RMC also has the last installment of the NOOMA Basic
series with Francis Chan. The final DVD in the 7-part series covers Communion (D3016). The central
question of BASIC is “What is Church?” Through short films Christians are challenged to reclaim The
Church as scripture describes it to be. If you were to start a church and all you
had was The Bible what would your church look like? Would it be like what we
call “Church” today or would it look radically different?
Judy Rice, of Moses Lake UMC, used this series with older adults and
said they found it to be very well-done and helpful in separating the church
as a building from what it means to read and experience the Bible as a guide
for all aspects of Christian life. Provocative, creative, inspiring and challenging, this series can be used easily in small group settings with people
of all ages--particularly young adults--to engage in honest reflection and
discussion with minimal leader and participant preparation time. It’s a useful resource for seekers, new believers and those more experienced in following the path of Christian discipleship.

Broken and Blessed
Abingdon Women has released a new resource titled
Broken and Blessed featuring the teaching of Jessica
LaGrone, Associate Pastor at The Woodlands UMC in
Texas. This bible study on the book of Genesis shows
how every family from the beginning of time has been
less than perfect, yet God works for good in the lives
of all people bringing blessing out of brokenness. It
has been said, when God wants to change the world,
God starts with a family and when God wants to change
a family God starts with a person. Are you a change
agent in your family? What would it take for you to believe with confidence that God can use every family to
bless our hurting world? Are you up for the challenge
of partnering with God to change the world? This kit
contains a participant book, leader guide, six-session
DVD and preview booklet that presents the main concepts of the study. Each woman participating in the
study should purchase a participant book available from
Cokesbury. Some people have suggested Jessica LaGrone’s resources as a United Methodist alternative to
Beth Moore. If you like Beth’s resources for women’s
Bible studies you may want to check out Broken and
Blessed: How God Used One Imperfect Family to Change the World. I’d be really interested in knowing
what you think of this new study.
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*Pope-Levison is also a professor at Seattle Pacific University and an ordained UMC pastor.

Holy Moly
D1093
Another series that we’ve added new DVDs to is Holy Moly (D1093), a Sunday School
Curriculum for children in kindergarten through fourth grade. This series produced by
Augsburg spans ten units which cover the Old and New Testaments. Each lesson follows
a four-part sequence that focuses on these learning techniques: Discover, Relate, Connect and Create. Kids watch an animated video (without narration) that allows them to
engage with the visual and audio effects and retell the story in their own words. They talk
about the story, read their Bible Storybook and create a take-home piece that reinforces
the Bible lesson. Advantages of using this curricula include kids interacting with The Bible
in each lesson, material that is engaging to both younger and older children, the videos
“show” more than “tell” content, kids actually LIKE the material and leaders don’t need to
be experts in the Bible or in teaching to use this curricula. They can review the material,
feel prepared and know they’ll be successful partners in Christian formation. The two new
Holy Moly resources include post-Resurrection and early church stories covering sessions
such as Thomas Believes, Breakfast with Jesus, The Great Commission, Jesus Ascends,
Philip and the Ethiopian, Peter Raises Tabitha, Lydia, and Paul is Shipwrecked.

Embracing An
Alternative Orthodoxy
If you like the popular “Embracing” series
by Morehouse Education Resources, you’ll be
happy to know that the
newest addition is now
available, Embracing An
Alternative
Orthodoxy,
featuring Richard Rohr
speaking on the legacy
of St. Francis. This DVD
and booklet introduce us
to an orthodoxy that is
both ancient and modern.
While built on Franciscan theology, it is biblical,
challenging and liberating. The five sessions
covered discuss Atonement Theology, EcoSpirituality, The Cosmic
Christ, Orthodoxy versus
Orthopraxy and Mysticism over Moralism.

Resources

Bonhoeffer
D1021
Another worthwhile and challenging study is “Bonhoeffer” (D 1021). This is a four-session, video-based
small-group Bible study focused on the life and writings of famous 20th century theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer whose actions and beliefs helped transform an entire faith community in Germany during World War
II. Using themes drawn from all of Bonhoeffer’s major writings, author Eric Metaxas, helps us understand
key points including spiritual truths regarding what the church is, what living in Christian Community really
means, and why Christianity should be “religionless”. Metaxas also shares why the meaning of life and
death meant so much to Bonhoeffer and how these truths can inspire and challenge our Christian faith today. The study can be structured as a four-week group study with individual work in between sessions or as
an eight-week study with more time spent on each of the lessons. The DVD and study guide contain all the
content necessary for the group study, but if individuals want to get more depth out of this study they may
purchase the biography, Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas and complete individual
study in between the group sessions. This would make an excellent intergenerational study for older youth
and adults who want to grapple with the complexity of faith and 20th century history.

Resources
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Which Way Home
D1018
This DVD in Spanish with
English subtitles shows the personal side of immigration telling
the stories of children who face
enormous danger with courage and resourcefulness as
they try to make it to the USA
on a journey through Mexico
on “The Beast.” This awardwinning documentary tells
stories characterized by hope,
disappointment, courage and
sorrow--of the ones you never
hear about--child immigrants.

The Rev. Lyda Pierce speaks with a protest
coordinator during a march to protest
deportations of undocumented immigrants.

By the Rev. Lyda Pierce Photos by Jesse N. Love
Coordinator of Hispanic and
Latino Ministries (GBGM)
the Rev. Lyda Pierce
participated in a protest of
the Northwest Detention
Center in Tacoma, Wash.
At a time when the White
House and President
Obama have deported the
two millionth undocumented
immigrant in America,
those working to oppose
these actions have banded
together to stand up against
this system. The presence
of United Methodist clergy
helped provide a veil of
peace and prayer for
those protesting and for
those detained for being
undocumented immigrants.
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n Saturday,
April 5 we
stood
together with
children and
wives of immigrants detained at the Northwest Detention Center in Tacoma, Wash.
We stood with people from
other churches, the Faith Action Network, worker organizations, and community groups.
We stood in the rainy warehouse district on the mud flats
of Tacoma in front of the detention center to pray, chant, listen
and witness to a commitment
to love the stranger, the immigrant, our neighbors.
We stood on a dead-end
road with the police and the security guards watching. No one
else saw us there.
I’m pretty sure the detainees could not see or hear us.
But they knew we were there.
I don’t think the GEO management, board or stockholders
who own the detention center
were watching. But they know

Do not neglect to
show hospitality to
strangers,
for by doing that
some have
entertained
angels without
knowing it.
Hebrews 13:2
we were there. Neither the
president nor any members of
Congress were present. But
they know that we were there
- along with 85 other groups of
people around the country who
stood with families torn apart by
US immigration actions. They
know we are asking for a stop
to deportations until we get a
just, sensible and compassionate immigration reform passed.
They know we are asking for
such an immigration reform.
We stood together on that
dead-end street in the rain.
Immigrants led with stories. A

brass band cheered us in the
rain. Pastor Karen Yokota of
Milton and Wesley Memorial
UMCs led everyone in prayer.
We knew 85 other groups
around the country stood with
us. We knew that hundreds of
churches prayed on Sunday for
guidance and compassion that
we might be more welcoming
communities for immigrants.
It was a good place to be!
Nearly four weeks before, I
was in the same spot with the
same call. On March 11 there
was another rally. We had 18
United Methodist members at
that gathering. Has immigration reform happened yet?
No-- but the cries and the witness is growing.
It is good to stand with those
who are hidden in a warehouse
on a dead-end road on the mud
flats. I was blessed by the angels all around.

Pastors Karen Yokota and Lyda Pierce lead a prayer for those involved in the protest march
and for those detained at the Northwest Detention Center.

Many attendees during this protest
shared stories of relatives arrested and
detained. Those held in the Northwest
Detention Center include Latinos and
Middle Eastern people. For more
photos, visit bit.ly/protest-nwd.

The Rev. Lyda Pierce serves
as the coordinator for Hispanic/
Latino Ministries (GBGM) for the
PNWUMC.
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Lives for Sale
D4230
This documentary exposes
the painful, rarely-seen human
side of illegal immigration--the
growing black market trade in
human beings. The documentary also looks at some practical alternatives to this tragic
reality. Tracing the stories of
two young women who were
trafficked, one in California,
the other in Florida, the documentary asks why and how
this could happen in the United
States--and what can be done
to stem the most lucrative criminal enterprise after drugs and
gun sales. Funded in part by
the General Board of Global
Ministries and UMW, this video
is well-worth viewing and has
been shown on public television and the Hallmark Channel.
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By COLIN CUSHMAN Photo by Jesse N. Love

Colin Cushman is a Master’s of Divinity student at Boston University School of Theology. He
plans to be ordained as an elder if he can ever get through the process. He currently works
as the Minister of Music in Jamaica Plain, Mass., leading diverse music for a multicultural
congregation. He is glad that it is finally spring in Boston, since the winter was so bad, and
he cannot wait to be back in Seattle weather.
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Insights

et me start off saying: I’m not going to try to convince you of anything. If you are among the demographic that will ever read this,
you already have your mind made
up about what I’ll be discussing – and that’s fine
because I’m not trying to
sell you on anything.
My second disclaimer is: that ^ is obviously a lie. Of course, I can’t present this
neutrally. However, I am not going to spend
my time arguing (1) for gay marriage; (2)
that we are being un-Christian in our actions toward our LGBTQ brothers, sisters,
and family; or (3) that Bible-believing Christians can come out on both sides of this issue. Instead of talking to you about that,
I want to tell you about what’s going on at
Boston University School of Theology, one
of the premier United Methodist seminaries
training the church’s next pastors.
As a denomination, we have been slowly
reaching a realization: we now have plateaued, we aren’t getting any younger, and
nobody’s coming in - especially young folks.
The UMC in the US has lost a ton of people
during the decades of disenchantment following the 60s. Not to mention, we have
a mandatory retirement age for our clergy—72. We are beginning to do the math
and see that our clergy population is soon
going to be unsustainably thinned.
We as a church are getting older and
within the last few years, we have begun
to internalize that fact. It has seeped into
our discourse as a church. We are beginning—with little success—to target young
people because we need to perpetuate the
structures that we have built. Floating all
around is the rhetoric that we need fresh
young people to become clergy. We know
that we cannot survive as a church without
a new influx of pastors and parishioners.
As a denomination, though, we make
it hard for prospective pastors—intentionally. The Book of Discipline really shows
its cards in one passage where it is talking
about provisional members (who are in the
last stages of the ordination process) saying that they are “on trial” and “on probation.” (¶327) You can’t get any more specific
than that. The ordination process sucks….
period. It is far from the process of mutual
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They are trying as hard as they can to find
a way to still follow their calling. These
ministers, individually and collectively, are
doing the work of God in the world and
would love to be allowed to jump through
the hoops of the ordination process.
However, we are standing in their way.
discernment that it should be. You have
to be insane to want to jump through all of
these flaming hoops in the first place.
Here’s the kicker: we have scores of
young people lining up Y E A R N I N G
to put themselves through this process.
And we are actively preventing them
from becoming Methodist pastors.
One good friend that I have is in my
class in seminary. In her own vocational
discernment, she has felt an indisputable
call to ministry. Everyone around her recognizes it and affirms her gifts as a pastor.
I have worked with her in a ministry setting;
I know that she is currently the best pastor that I have ever known (and watch what
will happen when she actually learns how
to do it!). Through various circumstances,
she has found herself without a denomination. When I talked with her about becoming a pastor in The United Methodist
Church, she laughed in my face. There was
no hesitation when she said that there was
no chance that she would be a pastor in a
church as discriminatory as that.
If this friend were the only one, it would,
perhaps, be an isolated incident. But it’s not.
One friend, who has come out as queer, has
found that she has to censor which classes
she takes so that her annual conference will
not reject her. And this is despite her last
relationship being a heterosexual one. Another friend is bi. She is not sure that she
will ever be married, but is currently searching for a new annual conference, since she
can no longer go back to her old one. Several of my friends refuse to go through the
process of becoming elders because they

know that they will never get through the
process without them being outed. They
are trying as hard as they can to find a way
to still follow their calling. These ministers,
individually and collectively, are doing the
work of God in the world and would love
to be allowed to jump through the hoops of
the ordination process. However, we are
standing in their way.
Our denomination’s response to our
LGBTQ brothers, sisters, and family is
directly losing us the best future pastors
out there. Some want nothing to do with
us. Others will not subjugate themselves to
a soul-killing process that would never accept them anyway. Others have resorted to
“adjusting” their calling to be something that
they can actually achieve.
Certainly, there is some difference
among the UMC’s seminaries, as well as
the other seminaries from which pastors
come. However, we have friends among
the best-regarded seminaries, so we know
the stories that are arising all across our top
institutions. The story is the same: we are
driving off our best and brightest potential
pastors. These are the very people who
can help solve the problems that we are
facing as a denomination and as a Church.
We are holding the gate open, yelling for
them to come in, and slamming it in their
faces. No, it’s not unanimous, but the next
generation of pastors is securely on the
side of ordaining LGBTQ folks. We need
to take this into serious consideration when
we are thinking about our future.
Colin Cushman is a member of Kent UMC.
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By Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

In my mind, Easter must be a constant reality and
event in our Christian lives. We must celebrate and
embody Easter, not just one time of the year, but
continually. If we can represent Easter to a secular
world that is hungering for meaning and truth, our
churches will be full to capacity.
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Channels 73

aster is that time when
the Christian Church
is at its best: the pageantry, passion, joy and
excitement of Easter is not comparable to any other season.
And why not: as we celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus, we
express the core of our faith and
that which distinguishes us from
other world religions. Christ has
risen – He has risen indeed!
However, what strikes me is
how quickly the Spirit of Easter fades from our church. The
highest of the high too easily
fades into the background of
our minds and hearts, and instead of continuing to live by its
power and spirit, we move on
too quickly.
In my mind, Easter must be
a constant reality and event in
our Christian lives. We must
celebrate and embody Easter,
not just one time of the year,
but continually. If we can represent Easter to a secular world
that is hungering for meaning
and truth, our churches will be
full to capacity.
In a death denying, death
embodying secular culture,
think of what the Easter Christ
represents: Death has no power
over us, and the secular powers
that intimidate through weapons and violence are empty in
the face of Christ. Death is never the end of us, and because
of the power of the resurrection,
there will always be a new beginning, a new door open, and
the ability to start afresh.
We are an Easter people, not
one Sunday out of the year, but
everyday and every Sunday. As
Christians, we must embody
Easter in our daily lives, following our Master, Jesus Christ by
giving life to everyone we meet,
and giving that life abundantly
(John 10: 10).
The challenge for all of us is
to live our Easter faith out daily,
not just at this one time during
the year. May we be the Easter
people for a world so desperately in need of rebirth and resurrection!
Be the hope,
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• Joint Episcopacy
Meeting @ PNWUMC

Friday
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Saturday
3

• Creating Congregational Cultures of Generosity @
Moran UMC
• Connectional Table @
PNWUMC
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• Bill Mefford talk on Gun
Violence @Marysville
UMC • @Seattle: First
UMC
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18

• Dreamscape | Awaken
to your Inner Voice @
Grünewald Guild
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• Western Jurisdictional
UMVIM @ PNWUMC
• Bill Mefford talk on Gun
Violence @Tacoma:
First UMC

13

• Board of
Congregational
Development @
PNWUMC
• Annual Conference
Worship Team @
PNWUMC

• Creating
Congregational
Cultures of Generosity
@ Moran UMC @
Wenatchee: First UMC
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• PNW Cabinet @ PNWUMC

20

7

• Board of Ordained
Ministry Exec
Committee @
Aldersgate UMC
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• Healthy Boundaries
Training 101 Fundamentals @
Federal Way UMC
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• Board of Ordained
Ministry @ Aldersgate
UMC
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• Board of Discipleship
@ PNWUMC

9

10

• Creating Congregational Cultures of Generosity @
Moran UMC @ Wenatchee: First UMC
• Certified Lay Minister
Training Cycle D
(Westside) @ Wesley
Homes Terrace
• Board of Laity @
PNWUMC
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• April 16-18: Dreamscape | Awaken the Voice @
Grünewald Guild
• Certified Lay Minister
Training Cycle D
(Eastside) @ Moran
UMC
• Early Response Team
(ERT) Training
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• CONVO @ University
of Puget Sound

• Clergy Transitions Workshop @ Red Lion Portland Airport
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• CONVO @ University of Puget Sound
• Memorial Day
(Conference Office is
Closed)
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• Dreamscape: Unleash
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Church @ Lazy F
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• Board of
Congregational
Development @
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• Dreamscape: Unleash the Voice of the Church @
Lazy F Camp and Retreat Center

• The 2014 Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Sessions @ Sleep Country
Showplex at the Washington State Fair Events Center
• Imagine No Malaria 5K
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